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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-9 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Iwamura 
(US Patent No. 6.807.285). 

Referring to the rejection of claims 1 ,4, and 9, Iwamura discloses a content 
distribution system, method, and terminal composed by connecting a distribution server 
and a terminal device through a network, wherein said distribution server comprises: 

embedding means fdr converting user identification information and a storage 
definition flag into watermark information through prescribed spreading modulation and 
embedding the watermark information in content, the user identification information 
uniquely assigned to said terminal device, the storage definition flag indicating its state 
previously set on said terminal device side (See Column 4, lines 66-67, Column 5, lines 
1-4, 15-27) 
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encryption means for performing prescribed encryption on said content having 
said watermark information embedded therein (See Column 5, lines 21-27) 

and transmitting means for transmitting said content encrypted, to said tenninal 
device through said network, and said terminal device comprises: 

reception means for receiving said content (See Column 5, lines 9-14) 

extraction means for extracting said user identification information and said 
storage definition flag by performing prescribed processing on said watermark 
information embedded in said content (See Column 5, lines 48-61) 

decryption means for decrypting said encryption of said content depending on 
the existence of said user identification information (See Column 7, lines 54-60) 

judgement means forjudging based on the state of said storage definition flag 
whether said content decrypted should be encrypted before being stored (See Column 
8, lines 28-33) 

and storage means for storing said content having said watermark information 
embedded therein (See Column 7, lines 34-46) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 2 and 5, Iwamura discloses the claimed 
limitation wherein a management server provided on said network for making 
prescribed notification or warning to said terminal device when content distributed from 
said terminal device is detected and said user identification information is detected from 
the content (See Column 8, lines 16-27) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 3 and 6, Iwamura discloses the claimed 
limitation wherein the management server makes said notification or warning to said 
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terminal device depending on whether said user identification information detected 
matches user identification information uniquely assigned to said terminal device (See 
Column 7, lines 65-67 and Column 8, lines 1-4) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 7 and 8, Iwamura discloses a content 
distribution method of a content distribution system composed by connecting a 
distribution server and a terminal device through a network, wherein: 

said distribution server comprises: 

a first step of adding user identification information and a storage definition flag to 
content, the user identification information uniquely assigned to said terminal device, the 
storage definition flag indicating its state previously set on said terminal device side 
(See Column 4, lines 66-67, Column 5, lines 1-4, 15-27) 

a second step of performing prescribed encryption on said content having said 
user identification information and said storage definition flag added thereto (See 
Column 5, lines 21-27) 

and a third step of transmitting said content encrypted, to said terminal device 
through said network, and said terminal device comprises: 

a fourth step of receiving said content (See Column 5, lines 9-14) 

a fifth step of extracting said user identification information and said storage 
definition flag from said content (See Column 5, lines 48-61) 

a sixth step of decrypting said encryption of said content depending on the 
existence of said user identification information (See Column 7, lines 54-60) 
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a seventh step of judging based on the validly of said user identification 
information whether said user identification information should be converted into 
watermark information through prescribed spreading modulation and then the 
watermark information should be embedded in said content (See Column 8, lines 5-15) 

an eighth step of judging based on the state of said storage definition flag 
whether said content decrypted should be encrypted before being stored (See Column 
8. lines 28-33) 

and a ninth step of storing said content having said watermark information 
embedded therein (See Column 7, lines 34-46) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Courtney D. Fields whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3871. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs. 6:00 - 4:00 pm; off 
every Friday, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on 571-272-3865. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 



For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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